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DIFFERENCE
Nineteen years. That’s a long time to do anything.

work for their Box of Love and record their hours until they

That is how many years I have been going out on the streets

earn it.

to live with the homeless. For nineteen years volunteers have

salvation.

been wrapping gifts and packing bags of food. For nineteen
years Boxes of Love has been touching our community.
A few years ago I thought it was time to quit.

STAY
CONNECTED

Sounds like what religious people believe about
I believe people ought to work. I believe that we

should not create a dependency. But this is once a year at
I

Christmas!

I wonder if these same people record working

announced that I was “passing the baton”. But many people

hours for their children before they distribute gifts to them on

did not agree. Strangers walked up to me in stores and on the

Christmas morning.

streets asking me to reconsider. One man said to me, “It is a
part of Christmas around here.

What would Christmas in

Buffalo be like if you didn’t do this anymore?”

The simple act of giving gifts to two hundred children
nineteen years ago has started something wonderful in
Buffalo. Last year two thousand five hundred families received

I decided to return. So here I am. Still packing my

food.

Nearly five thousand children received gifts.

bag and rolling up my sleeping bag
for one week every year in the
month of November.
Instagram
bflodreamcenter

A

reporter

from

the

Buffalo News, who has done many
stories over the years about me

Twitter
BfloDreamCenter

Facebook
BuffaloDreamCenter

CONTACT US
Buffalo Dream Center
Worship Service
Sundays at 11:00 AM

and my family, was not surprised
when I could not give it up.

Eight

hundred volunteers came through

IT IS EASY TO GIVE UP
SOMETHING YOU DO.
IT IS HARD TO GIVE UP
WHAT YOU ARE.

He

the Dream Center during the month
of December to make a difference
in the lives of people. Seventy-two
organizations including businesses
and churches got involved.
What does Boxes of Love
do?

First of all it helps people.

said, “Going on the streets is not what you do, Eric. It is who

Many families in Buffalo need food. So many children need

you are. That is why you have to keep doing it.”

toys at Christmas. It is not complicated. It meets a need.

It is easy to give up something you do. It is hard to

It also makes a statement to our community. When

give up what you are. Living on the streets had become a part

churches come together for one purpose it reveals Christ to

of me.

the city. God loved the world so much that he gave His only
In the same way, Boxes of Love is not something

Son. Giving is God’s nature and character. It should be what

the Buffalo Dream Center does once every year. It is what we

we are known for too. Why are we giving to people? Because

are. It defines the Buffalo Dream Center.

we want to show them the love of Jesus.
I believe if we

Finally, Boxes of Love has become a part of Buffalo.

understood who we really were created to be, it would change

What about for the Christian?

My annual trip to the streets is something people look forward

everything.

to seeing. The entire season shines a light on Buffalo – the

Some people struggle with giving.

When their

City of Good Neighbors.

Recently, Buffalo was voted the

Address:

pastor talks about money they get angry.

But if they only

“Friendliest City in America” by Travel and Leisure Magazine.

286 Lafayette Avenue

understood that giving is not something you do as a Christian.

This Christmas Boxes of Love will show the world that this is

Buffalo, NY 14213

Giving is who you are. It is who God created you to be.

true as more than one thousand people come together to give

Phone: (716) 854-1001

church leaders.

Fax: (716) 829-7390

Only church leaders. Why? I have heard it said, “You can’t

Thank you for sponsoring me while I live on the

information@buffalodreamcenter.org just give things away for free to people. They will come to
expect it.” One man even told me that each family should
www.buffalodreamcenter.org

streets again this year. Thank you for giving to help families in

Over the years my only critics have been other
Not the community. Not families in need.

to people in need. It is not just something we do. It is who we
are.

need this Holiday Season.
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KIDZ CLUB ADDS NEW MINISTRY TO TEENAGERS
On Thursday, October 26th, the new
season of Kidz Club began.

“We were watching some of the

During the school

teenagers slip away,” said Pastor Eric.

year, Kidz Club takes place every Thursday. This

“When they became too old for Kidz Club,

year a new program for teenagers was added to

some of them became volunteers and

the weekly Kidz Club program. Children ages five

leaders. But the ones who did not do that

to eleven years-old attend Kidz Club, while youth

lost their connection to the Dream Center.”

ages twelve to fifteen years-old attend Teen
Impact.

The

leadership

knew

the

teenagers needed their own ministry. Last
year a monthly discipleship program began
which has been running extremely well. But
everyone knew more was needed in order to
reach the youth.
One of the most important things

to consider when running ministries in the inner city

children rode the bus or were dropped off by their

is transportation.

parents.

Every time the Buffalo Dream

Center rents a bus it costs $160.00. With buses

The first Thursday of the combined

running every Thursday and Sunday, it adds up to

ministries ended up being a huge success! The

more than $1,000.00 each month. It made sense

program began at 5:00 pm with a snack for all

to combine the children and teenagers into one

ages. Then the groups were divided. The youth

night in order to save money on transportation.

enjoyed a game of dodge ball, while the children

Teams of volunteers distributed more

attended the Kidz Club program. After some time

than one thousand flyers the previous week in

the switch was made, and the children had fun with

neighborhoods where the bus stops and to the

activities while the youth attended a powerful

homes surrounding the Dream Center.

service.

Several

new families walked to the program. Many other

LOOK WHAT HAPPENED
IN ONE YEAR!
A lot happens in one year at the Buffalo Dream Center.
Look at some of the things that we were able to do
with your partnership.

Beds given to
people in
need

273

Volunteers
at the Dream
Center

Households
served through
Project
Prevention

900
Children
reached
through Kidz
Club

159,570
250
Homes visited
by Adopt-ABlock teams
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THINGS NEEDED
FOR BOXES OF LOVE


Money to purchase food & toys



New, unwrapped toys ages 0 - 17 years

1,831

150

Meals provided by
the Joseph Project
Mobile Food
Pantry

Many of the teenagers were saved or

rededicated their lives to Jesus.

(Minimum $7 value)


Wrapping paper



Non-perishable food items



Turkeys, chickens, & hams



Homemade Christmas cookies



800 dinner rolls



Socks, gloves, hats, &
blankets



Small toiletry items



Box trucks for moving
food & toys
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OUTREACHES AND MIRACLES IN GUATEMALA
The Buffalo Dream Center spent five

at the House of Refuge. Several of these services

outreach on Children’s Day, a popular holiday in

weeks in Central America this year, taking teams to

were held while the team was in Guatemala.

Guatemala.

Honduras and Guatemala.

More than three hundred children

Pastor Eric and

Homeless men, families in need, prostitutes, and

enjoyed games, piñatas, and a powerful Gospel

Michelle also spent time in El Salvador, ministering

others filled the small “garage” area, overflowing

message.

in churches and training children’s workers.

into the street at every meeting.

other treats.

A team of thirteen people took the trip to
Guatemala. They partnered with Steven and Karla
Stoffelsen of House of Refuge Street Ministries for
one week of powerful ministry.
On the first day, right after
team

things at every service held at the House of Refuge
including healing a man of partial blindness.
While in Guatemala the team held two
children’s outreaches.

the

arrived,

they held an
out-

God did great

The

team

held

outreaches

in

two

schools, preached in several church meetings, and
spoke at a special youth meeting. They also taught

On their second day the

a seminar for pastors, their wives, teachers, and

team traveled to a village called San Juan Tecuaco

children’s workers on the importance of reaching

where they did an outreach near a school

children with the Gospel. The team was amazed to

for the students and children in the

see Jesus heal many people at these meetings.

community.

Near the end of

reach

their trip they helped with a

ser-

large

vice

Every child also received a toy and

children’s

They saw several deaf ears open. In one church a

man

who had a severe back
injury and one leg that was
shorter than other leg,
was healed.

Every-

one saw his leg grow
out!

After about

twenty

years

of

pain, he ran around
the church pain free.
One of the
highlights of the trip
was

the

Friends

Jesus breakfast.

special

of
This

breakfast

is

held once every month
by Steven, Karla, and their
staff at the House of Refuge.
All of the ladies who are
trapped in prostitution and
sex trafficking were invited
to the breakfast where they
not only received a delicious
meal, but they were also
prayed for and ministered to
by the team.

MIKAYLA JOHNS LEAVING FOR GUATEMALA
Mikayla Johns, like her siblings, has

to study Spanish. The program will fully immerse

been on many mission trips. But Central America

her in the Spanish language and Guatemalan

has touched her heart more than any other place in

culture. She plans on stay for about six months or

the world.

until she is fluent in Spanish.

She has taken ten trips to Central

America, which included trips to Honduras and
Guatemala.

While in Guatemala Mikayla will also
help teach English in a school, assist in a children’s

After graduating high school, Mikayla

feeding program, help with programs for youth and

began a course on Teaching English as a Second

children at Shaddai Church, and assist with the

Language.

She will have her certification in the

outreaches at House of Refuge Street Ministries.

next month which will enable her to teach English.

She also plans on helping with teams that are

In January, Mikayla plans on moving to Guatemala

going to Honduras next year.
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SCHEDULE YOUR GROUP FOR AN INNER CITY MISSION TRIP
Churches, youth groups, and others are

please contact the Buffalo Dream Center soon.

already booking time next year to come to the

Weeks are already filling up this summer. Although

More information about mission trips and

Buffalo Dream Center.

During a week-long trip

many teams choose to take their trip in the

Inner City Boot Camp can be found on our website

teams experience all aspects of inner city ministry

summer, your team is welcome to be a part of the

at www.buffalodreamcenter.org.

ministry in Buffalo at any time of the year.

contact the Buffalo Dream Center by sending an

including reaching out to the
homeless,

visiting

families,

and

refugee
children’s

outreaches.

Inner City Boot Camp, our
summer

intern

program

has

become more popular every

If you are considering

year. This summer-long intern

bringing a team for this life-

program is not for everyone.

changing

adventure,

But if you are young, energetic,

and
be
good

want
a

to learn how to

leader, this program is for you.

You can also

email at information@buffalodreamcenter.org.

